Merton Heritage and Local Studies Centre holds a range
of local newspapers from 1939 - 45.

The editions covering August to November 1945 feature

many reports about returning combatants, local Victory

celebrations, street parties and public opinion regarding
the end of World War II.

This small display features just a sample of the reports
which can be viewed at the Centre.
Those referring to POWSs and local servicemen
are particularly poignant. Some of the men had been held
captive by the Japanese since the early part of the war.
It took many years before details of their courage
and suffering were finally revealed.

We hope you find the articles interesting.



Augur’s Survey

| Now the secret is out, The
(Americans have used the new
|atomic bomb agains. Japan, The

Irod which British and Americans
|for years have been preparing for
their enemies has siruck, and,
Ithough peace will now return, the
(world will never be the same
again, for a new force of unlimited
energy is given to mankind. For
better, for worse, we have begun
a iremendous adventure,

Fancy, if you can, 1,000 block-
busters of Bomber Command ex-
ploding all at once on the same
pin-pointed target. That is the
atom bomb as used against .Iagan+
In the last days of July a final
solemn warning was issued by the
|United States and by reat
|Britain; the Japanese were told to
surrender immediately or to take
the consequences. These, of course,
were the utler havoc the atom
bomb would cause, endangering
the very existence of Japan. But
surrender did not follow, sa the
_|atom bomb went intc action.

Hidden Energy

The war of 1914-18 did not put an
end to the persisient attempts by
the chemical experis to produce
more powerful, and ever more
powerful, explosions with which to
confound an enemy, But it waite!.t
that the methods which has placed
at our disposal ordinary gun-
powder, then dynamite, and finally
the famous TNT, had reached their
Eracticahle limit of application,

urther improvemenis could be
achieved (this last war brought us
several), bu; something entirely
different would have to be dis-
covered before any sensational in-
creasg in explosive power was

lg consider the use of the energy
which was supposed to be hidden
in the atom.

obtained. That brought scientists|

For many centuries men of
science have suspecied thar all
material bodies finally consist of
infinitely small particies beld lo-
gether by what they described as
molecular forces. The parucles
themselves were called molecules,
that is. atoms, Ip chemistry the
atoms are the smallest particles in
which the elements combine
either wiih themselves or with
each other, and thus are the small-
est quantity of matler known to
possess ihe properties of a par-
ticular element. '

That sounds obscure to you? 1
cannol help that, For that is how
men of science define that invisible
thing—the atom, Scientific methods
permit in any special material to
count ithe number of particles
faloms) which form an aggregale
characteristic of that material.

Anyhow, for many years now
thg scientists have held the view
that If by some method it were
possible to “split” the atom,
flnnlio energy would be re-
eased of a sudden.

The problem was seen to be:
first, to split the atom; and,
secondly, to conirol the atomic
energy liberated in the process.

Back-Room Professors

Long ago it was realised that
success could be achieved, if ever,
only by the use of electrieity; but
in peace-time science had not at
its disposal gigantic sums as in
war-time, The professors worked
with funds scraped together, or
with money provided by individual
benefactors. All that was very
little when compared with the
magnitude of the task. Still, a vas
amount of research was being
done in several countries. In Great
Britain experimental work with

alomic energy went on in a special

THE ATOMIC BOMB
—AND AFTER

laboratory in Cambridge. Some of
you may remember some ten
years ago the mysterious incident
of Kapiiza, the Russtan mathemati-
cal genius, who came tp work in
that laboratory and then was
spirited away back to Moscow,
never tp return,
and the Germans were busy, too,
with similar experiments. In fact,
the race belweea nations for the
discovery of ways and means o
release and control atomic energy
had already begun.

It was left finally to the partner-
ship of Mr. Roosevelt and Mr.
Churchill to bring matters to a
head. Mr. Churchill placed at the
disposal of our Allies the special-
ists who in this country had
achieved so much already. Mr.
Roosevelt did his share by backing
the work with all the wealth and
industrial power of the United
States. Five hundred millions of
pounds were spent—a fantastic
sum—before atomic energy finally
was released from that rare metal
uranium. That was contributed
by Canada which, fortunately,
possesses large deposits of
minerals  in which uranium is
present in exitraciable quantities.

To-day’s Solemn

Question

Japan will be blasted. The war|
will come to a sudden end. But
atomic energy will remain. How
is humanity going to use it? To
what purpose’ The prospecis are
mind - shattering in their im-
mensity. Can alomic energy. for
example, be harnessed to do the
work of coal? Mr. Churchill. in
his statement (published now by
Mr, Attlee), speaks of “awful"” pos-
sibilities. And so hey are For

be the same place again.

Mitcham News & Mercury

10 August 1945

The Americans|

better, for worse, the world cannot i
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VJ Day Party, Braemar Avenue, Wimbledon Park, 1945

This photo shows local residents celebrating the end of the war
in Japan. The Japanese surrender marked the end of the
Second World War.

It was a day for celebration for many, but also a difficult time for
the families of nearly 400,000 British men and women who lost
their lives during the war. Over 60,000 of those killed were
civilians, many of them as a result of German bombing raids on
London and other major cities.

On the night of 20th October 1940, Braemar Avenue had
suffered a devastating attack when a number of high explosive
bombs were dropped on the street and surrounding area.
Numbers 53 to 67 and 54 to 68 were wrecked. The combined
attacks that night left 9 dead and 12 seriously injured. 140 were
rendered homeless and were taken to the Central Hall shelter
station




i_;Augrmc-‘"s Survey
THE CONDITIONS OF
| PEACE

'FI”': world war which the Ger-jan  immense problem by itselt. ' The DBig Three are given the right

o . A uited States and Great Britain of |||t-wrr:'1|.,'_: the peave. That ime

mans started and the J"l""“'r':'l.':l.lulllf. have a I‘fp'\"l.l.tl-ﬂll- of 1l1n“l[1:L¢l thie 1|n|1} 1o exerCiss Lhat

carried on s at an eml. ]--|.'-.I'|- shock ol massive W mplu;-ll..v!lt. right, even at the vost ol Prersonal
joins . Germany  in detal delvat (which  followed  the boomi-years sacribivg,

[The event causcs jubiation. HBut|atter the first world wer.,  ‘Fin With the Anglo-Amernican part-

we cannot delny celebrating. For, |working masses fear that most o nership and the Big Three com-
Y the return to|8ll- That is the reason incident- lination as the foudation of a
. ally at the back of the surprisimg worldewide  organsation of  the
turnover of  votvs at our  last | United Nations as lorescen o G

[right in front of us, lhe :
peace in e world bristles wilh
jubistacles. Hard fighting is belore

! . |General Election, |man Francisce Charter, the prine
lus. There may not be loss of | . . . lciples of the latter have a chance
life, but tempers may becoli] of receiving a practical applica-
|frayed and essential iJFlﬂf’lPl"“!First Essenﬂ‘ﬂl (tron,  That must bo done. Fop it
{may be in danger. P'ost-war diplo- waould never do to resg until alf

{macy—the atomic diplomacy ol ii The United States and Greatithe nationy without a  single
neéw Cra—Is [Ii.('d with H_I.II“I'L'“H ".r1|;||||.. Lillltili [Til l:u' war, remsin exception  pan the interustiona
task, We.dare not sacrifice the |joinel by the bonds wineh seom | body, or until a sigle nation, b

{high motives for which we have upnlbreakable.  For one thing the it the smallest, stands out of th
{fought the Power of Evil personi-|liaring of the secrets of  the communiny. So the task before w
fied by Hitler, That apart, we gtomic bomb represents a hinklis  beset  with  difheulties,  The

will have to tack and chauge|stronger than any diplomatic alli-ipeaceiul harbour s in sight.  HBu
tween the rocks and "In'hll'] ols [ance or arrangement. Bug other our ship cannot enter it stragh!
menacing to cut our ship off from|reasons, in the domah of e unu-il.\l.‘l:..

the pucuiul baven of & fnal|mic arguments chiefly, exist to] . . .
sottlement fo world affairs, render the Anglo-American part- | .
* * - nership an absolute necessity for | 4 Winter [jf Test
bhoth English-speaking nations.
N&d fﬂl‘ Hﬂlﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ | As we look upon the pnﬂ-l The wa- has destroyed stocks in

| war world we see first this in-|irightful maoner and has pre
The collapse of Japan in a0 sud-|  dissoluble partnership,  After|vented their immediate renewal
den & manner is & great relict.| that ng the pext step to worlds|Transport 1s shockingly disorgan
Yet also it may become the source| wide pacification comes the Big ised. The injernational market
of embarrassment to a world all] Three combination of the United|are in ruins. The money system
lset to carry on total warfare for| States ang of Great Britain and are tottering. Demand everywhers
{months, if not for years.  Selt-| Russia. |oxcoeds supply. We are warne
restramnt and a clear understand-| The need for that was demon-of a trapgic winter coming t«
ing of the situation are badly[strated by the war, and nothing|Europe. The new post-war eri
neaded to prevent mistakes being|limg happened since to make it less starts in  tragic circumstances
[vomnutted tor which we would [necessary, The Dig Three are the|Yet the difficultics can Le over.
[have to pay with years of scute|guardians of the world's peace. come, provided we ‘all put ow
[discomfort. For it is not posable,|The San Francisco Charter con- | hand to the task, When we fough
las if by waving the magiclan's|firms that privileged position, Hitler wo did not inquire about «
wand, to trausform our war| But the democratic formula man's politics. Similar condition:
effort — hey fpresto — into iis, at all levels of the organjsatjon must prevail now. For the prob-
ui|m_'ralout. of an effory for peace.| of human sociely demands & lems ilri:é us have nothing to dec
Millions of men and women are on| perpetual balance between privi. with creed or party. So let ue
the point of losing their war-jobs.| lege mnd obligation, that. is, celebrate the final victory, but
Peace-jobs can be had, but the| between righty and duties, De- afterwards turn towards tlaahtl':f
transfer into them cannot be| mocracy cannot |.uanr.| it|task which is before us, Those
achieved in a matter of days. Yet| people not enly have rights, but|who go on culf-l:rut.mg will die as
the transition hag to proceed in an| also are consciouy of having |certainly aa does the butterHy
orderly fashion, or chaos will be| them, it they not only have playing about in the warm, but
born.  Gigantic war industries| dutigs, but alse are ready to|treacherous breezes of autumn.
have to close, But the mechanical| fulfil them. Ouly the! provident will outlive
potentisl created for their tise re-| That is true in a nation. That|the winter which is cnminﬁ up
maing. It cannot be made to dis-|is equally true in & commonwealth|fast. That applies not only to
appear, How to make it fit in|of nations. From those to whom |individuals, but to whole nations,
|with post-war labour conditions 18 'more s given, more is demandod. 'also.
|

Wimbledon Borough News
17 August 1945
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28 YEARS SERVICE
IN THE NAVY

Left the “ News” lo
Join Up in 1917

Way back in 1917, Able Seaman
J. E. Rickard, 42, Palmerston-roat,
'Wimbledon, left the “Boro’ News’
printing works in St George's

A ——

road, to join the Royal Navy.

Last week he was demobulised!
after the long span of 28 years
continuous service.

He saw service in the last war
in the North Sea and Atlantic
convoys, was one of those who
saw the surrender of the German
"leet, and during the peace years
was at stations in the Mediterra-
nean. West Indies, East Indies,

China, Atlantic Fleet and Pales-
| tine.

He had only a few more weeks

.|sevice to go belore geing placed
'lin reserve, when war broke out in

1939, and his services were again
required.

_ He served Iin the Atlantic, Med-
'iterranean and East Indies once
'agait.-.

All this time he has been very
lucky, particularly at Singapore,
from where he escaped just be-
fore the Japanese arvived.

In all he has served six years
over his reserve time.

Now ‘he hopes to settle down
with his family, a wife and four
sons at Sheerness.

Wimbledon Borough News
17 August 1945




Back from

Burma

i i e o e e et LR -

LIAJOR ROBERT McKERROW,
only son of the late Mr. Robert

Harry McKerrow, chartered ac-
countant, of Worple-road, and Mrs.
Dorothy McKerrow, 1, Thornton
House, Thornton Hill, has arrived
back in London from Burma.

Major McKerrow ioined the
London Rifle Brigade ('1‘ A) a few
weeks before the cutbreak of war,
but was fransferrea to the Royal
Artillery, being too young to go
abroad (he is now aged 23). He
was given a commission in the
R.A. at the age of 20, and went to
India with his regiment in 1942,

Just before sailing, he married
the eldest daughter of Mrs. Mallet,
of Clapham Common. Major
McKerrow is a nephew of the late
Mr, John Luxford, O.B.E.
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*Browned Off "
But Happy

- Men Awaiting Return

from Far East
Mrs. Dlive Corbett, af T4, Hardy-

road, Wimbledon, who will be re-
membered by our readers as Miss
Farrell, “the Keep Fil " instruc

tress and leager of the Yputh
Club movement, has just received
fiews from her husband, Ple. Ken.
neth Corbett, of the Sherwood{,
Foresters, who was a prisoner-of-
war in Japanese ‘hands for 3
years, bemg taken captive at the
fall of Singapore, that he is on
his way home.

Pte. Corbett writes from Thal

land:

“ We are looking forward te
being home soon. Movidg has
slarted by 'plane to-day, and we
all on our tees wondering who
{s mexi to Eo. Az [ar as we
know we are going to Rangoon
first, and then lo Bangalore ob-

wards.
BROWNED OFF.”

“1 am fit—Aftter than at any
time since 1 was a prisoner-of-
war., 1 am regaining the welght
1 lost some timme ago, when 1
went down to 10 stone.  Irhope
when we get on to European
{food to get back fo normal
weight. Everybody ts browned
o with rice and stew thay we
nwave been living on. The Red
Cross fond that we have pecelved

{very litlel was much appre
clated.”

—
T T

o

Wimbledon Borough News
28 September 1945




THE WIMBLEDON HOSPITAL |
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE |

Beg to announce

A Victory
Celebration

DANCE,
AT THE TOWN HALL |
On FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5th |

\ Full details will be announced later

—

7~
¢ This spoce kindly presentéd ov Messrs. Johnston-Carilton, [, -

Wimbledon Borough News
28 September 1945




m
ON THE WAY HOME
FROM CAPTIVITY

One of Five Sons who Served
in the Army, Navy and R.A.F.

Mr. and Mrs J. Luceck, have
recelved (he good mews that thelr
.P:l.‘:."'::.,::i.::.‘:‘; ‘:::I'tmuy anxiogs mements. but 1
the city foll inte Japanese hands, 075 SO s = e Lora. T
has been released from Imlerm: (L1l whes I mee you. as n. ;\q',q
ment, and expects 1o go 1o Man- lake miles of gaper 10 do it
s on his way to Lagland, [Thines will be different from to.

Three of the othes four seas of|MOrfow. Keep your wpinits wp
the family are still in the Forces [WPd 1631 Assuzed | am comsiasily

and the other, Albers, whs wun the| - KNG 0f yeu and pray that sur
te-aniop will nog be far distast

“Thank those friends ' and

|teighbours whe sent their love

{und regurds lo me, and tell them

al all for three years then I re-
ceived the fArt Sated Pebrusry
44. on February 16, 105 1 had|

DT ARG L AL SRS TR

Il sincerely hoge 10 see them alll pn
— 5000, To my brothers my heart-| Bp
Ermest 4.  |!wil lhanks fer-belng a’small ualy

Lusock i that great mass which has|

— Srought freedom $0 the world, xnd
may ey know that everytung | M)
they have doae wxy 3 great help Lo
e cause™

Mr. und Mrs Laceck wish 1o

’ thank the many friends who freem

DSMN, while serving in the Navy, li=e 1o time have made Inquiries

has recently beem discharged cn concerning ihelr two  sons =

medical grounds. capiivity.

Claude, who was In 1he Mas-|
cheater Regl, was taken prisoser|

at Singapore, His parests reo- Iu—i{ea”’l and-‘

celved o teard  lat pneath,

which was writlen in February, | Bad Company

stating that he was &ll zight bat

:lar;tlbcn they have recgides no

urther zews of b Jangd are

anxicusly awalting Iaformsl; -a.”. ? Mothers Plead for
FINE FAMILY RECORD, . ) Their Sons

Lasrio Is In the RAF, and
the youngest son, Edward, 4 in the| Pleading guilty at Surrey Quar.
Navy. ) [lor Seasiozs 10 Dousebreaking.
All five song have therelere J.nsn Butler (aged 270, hawker, W8
200N service In many parts of the Worple-road, Wasdsworll,  was Fos
workd, 3 splendid family record civen six months’ Imprisonmest;
Mr. and Mrs. Locock received jad Thomes Edward Ward (aged| A
oMcial Intimation fromn the War 221, dealor. of Wandsworth, wes frie
Office that Ernest, their thisd sef pentenced 1o detention at & Bog- |5
wis released from the Internment sial institutsen, Lou
uugv at Hong Kong last week, and| _ 1t was charged against Ward|Mr.
ot Saturday they recetved & liler thal n June he broke into the|loat
from thelr son dmed Augast 3. |souse of Margaret P, Hichard |Wil
In it be writes—"Excilement [Sorkeley-place, Wimbledon, and|ind
berw ia pleatiful, as the Unlon Jutk|siole property worth £157, and|'on
was hoebsted at 530 pam. that bosh men wese concerned| Sab
"Ihe floet salded in ot 11 am llogethes in  breaking Into the Rev
s=d you can gaess we were Yery hyouse of Mr. W. .J, Walker, St &
thankfal to see 15, There {s 80 Aubyn's-avenue, Wimbledon, on bris
much | wish %o say that [ shall|mugust 23, and stealing propesty|blos
confine myseld 1o things of greater|worth £LT. and
Importance. | have been through| Det-Sgt T, Denhien sald there f81E
three years and gight monihs oflwere six  previous mnvicuom[::"‘

confinement, a=d tie thought of against Bwtler, but nobe agalnst .;,'

seeing you agsin has kept me|Ward -
l“‘,;-h i s e Mrs. Butler sald her sce was & Lt','
“ There Is talk o |pood Bay. and she atiributed his
to Manila for ten weeks' medical :xmlalx’to il health, = Mis
ireatment, and |th¢n'bon;e.' but| Mrs. Ward sald ber sea had|Tr
tolhing 1s certaln, 1 will 15y tolteeen a good heip to her. and she
::'a: “’?b‘“‘:‘*n‘nfn:l"l‘ (‘“"."|l.ll. that _his dowalall arcee from
or 2 n B0, 3% had com A
L am afraid | am‘ u;.‘ X r:.mnﬂmd e
tave hardly any tee QW A
sver, 1 feel all right, and sincerely|  Oscar Jthasen (aged &8), Ship's
hepe you are the same. 1 bupclflrcmm. Wentworthatreet, Ald.
my beothers are the same. 1 have gate, & Norweglan, fized S5 at
sractically nothisg. My clmml'ﬂ'mlbk\!un, on l‘ll‘dny. for being
were supplied by the Red Cross but drunk and Incapable, was sald by| o
awving nothing dees not worry me;|Pe. Bird to have been lyisme Infg,
2 seo you all agein b =y great|the geiter st Londsa-road, Mor-|gg,
deslre, 1 had no leiters from you dea. wed

Wimbledon Borough News
28 September 1945




VJ Celebrations at Woodlands,
Elm Walk, Raynes Park.
Wimbledon Borough News,
28 September 1945




Capt. Arthur Walker, RA

OFFICER
AMBUSHED

'lN SAIGON ‘
| Kills 8: Saves
Civilians N

Capt. Anthany Walker, Royallof
Artillery, whose parents live at S
‘|Hillside., Wimbledon, fought with'M
;A Slen- gun, single - handed, for l0
;|three hours agaimst Ansamite W

rebels who ambushed French,

{women and children oulside w
|Sadgon — killing  eight of the P
lnucxcn Y]

The French party, who, had e
,been rescued frogn up-country, IN
“|were iIn a motor \convoy with
VBritish and American, officers and Fe
'.m escort of Jap troops |sa
Fl They wWere ambushed In the
'lmarkel place outside Saigen, and bt

{the two leading cars falled 10 get sy
r| (through |1a

Snipers openedd fire from ir
'l sires! corners and houses, one 'h
" of them wsing a shot-gun H
1], loaded with nalls. |
F| The Jap officer Im command of|th
flthe escort, who was wounded, n-'x:
fused to order his men to fire.

Capt. Walker and the rest of|
the party bad between them three so
Sten guns, two revdlvers and one &
*rifle, but ali the Stens jammed |ar
e and the other men were wounded|di
one after another, of

Capt. Walker placed the women al
‘and children in a Jap lorry. g
l"wrmunded by Anmamite fofces,| s
{he had o guard all four sides 1n|
turn 1 keep them woff. be
| Annamiles, carrylng long
|

A

T W e

T

knives, once reacthed the lorry

any. Capl. Walker killed two o
of the attackers as they moa R
to get away, &
All through this battle, fought
by the light of fiickering oil
hmpu in the houses, Capt. Walker
'umo and' again jumped on the
Blorry fo quieten the children, who
) u-mghl it was fun,
s - — - I

Wimbledon Borough News
5 October 1945




from

'.’ g Japs

of Mr, and Mrs. R. J.

Wimbledon Borough News

5 October 1945
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3 VA : b :
Gumner E, C. Cowper, prisoner-of- war in Siam for three yoars and a
.| half, arrived home, 46, Alexandra-road, this week-end, when he was
given a hearty welcome by the family.. Among the decorations Is
:\u\e Troop Flag of St. Cuthbert's Boy Scouts. of which he was a
| :

member for several years.,

| - “

Wimbledon Borough News
19 October 1945




h.
Ha arty at the Victory oelebrations in Goodenoug
gy Ao road. Wimbledon.

Wimbledon Borough News
14 September 1945




