
 

 

 

Wartime Newspaper Reports. 

Merton Heritage and Local Studies Centre holds a range 

of local newspapers from 1939 - 45. 

The editions covering August to November 1945 feature 

many reports about returning combatants, local Victory 

celebrations, street parties and public opinion regarding 

the end of World War II. 

 

This small display features just a sample of the reports 

which can be viewed at the Centre. 

Those referring to POWs and local servicemen  

are particularly poignant. Some of the men had been held 

captive by the Japanese since the early part of the war.  

It took many years before details of their courage  

and suffering were finally revealed. 

 

We hope you find the articles interesting. 



 

Mitcham News & Mercury 

10 August 1945 



 

VJ Day Party, Braemar Avenue, Wimbledon Park, 1945 

This photo shows local residents celebrating the end of the war 

in Japan. The Japanese surrender marked the end of the  

Second World War. 
 

It was a day for celebration for many, but also a difficult time for 

the families of nearly 400,000 British men and women who lost 

their lives during the war. Over 60,000 of those killed were  

civilians, many of them as a result of German bombing raids on 

London and other major cities. 
 

On the night of 20th October 1940, Braemar Avenue had  

suffered a devastating attack when a number of high explosive 

bombs were dropped on the street and surrounding area.  

Numbers 53 to 67 and 54 to 68 were wrecked. The combined  

attacks that night left 9 dead and 12 seriously injured. 140 were 

rendered homeless and were taken to the Central Hall shelter 

station  



 

Wimbledon Borough News 

17 August 1945 



 

Wimbledon Borough News, 31 August 1945 



 

 

Wimbledon Borough News 

17 August 1945 



 

Wimbledon Borough News 

28 September 1945 



 

 

 

Wimbledon Borough News 

28 September 1945 



 

Wimbledon Borough News  

28 September 1945 



 

 

 

Wimbledon Borough News 

28 September 1945 



 

VJ Celebrations at Woodlands, 

Elm Walk, Raynes Park. 

Wimbledon Borough News,  

28 September 1945 



 

Wimbledon Borough News 

5 October 1945 

 



 

 

Wimbledon Borough News 

5 October 1945 

 



Wimbledon Borough News  

19 October 1945 

 



 

Wimbledon Borough News 

14 September 1945 


